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SHIKOKU MURA-WARAYA UDON EXPERIENCE TRIP

The morning was cool. A slight breeze coming in from the north. Soft
clouds in the distance, perhaps threatening rain. AT the Agricultural
Faculty, all was quiet. You could almost hear the bees at work. The scene
was set for a day of fun. The first load of foreigners left with TIA's Tanaka,
5 in the car with little Maoi, Tanaka Junior, struggling to keep her balance
in the back while her father raced "grand-prix" style to get us to Yashima
on time ! And everyone somewhat excited, not quiet awake, and already
getting hungry. While their fingers tapped to Bob Seger's"The fire inside".

An early arrival at Yashima saw some of the foreigners watching the local
fishermen catch. . . turtles with a fishing-rod! That was Maoi's amazement
day for flowers and fish.

Lazily the foreigners assembled at Yashima's International House, and, like
a giant sea-slug, gradually moved towards Waraya Udon Restaurant, the
event's meeting place. On the way we were passed by a convoy of
participants, foreigners and Japanese, who honked their horns as they
went by.

The Lions Club's members all flashy in their yellow jacket, and the
Bangladeshi ladies, all in their bright traditional dresses, the start of the
day was a real feast of colours. Even Ms. Yoshioka reminded us of the
days when people used to get dressed-up colourfully for the horse-races.

A fabulous international welcome by Mr. Yoshiaki. Unfortunately he
forgot Portuguese, obrigado in his excellent list of thank you's! Everyone,
now with a formidable appetite built-up, we entered Waraya en masse
where, noisily, everyone enjoyed a real mix of hot and cold udon, fired
food and mocha. Dare | say that some of the foreigners were getting good
at slurping. . . and not at all shy in front of the cameras!

With a wonderful full stomache, we lazily progressed towards Shikoku
Mura entrance, where some group photos were ably taken and
coordinated by Mr. Shichijo. Then somebody gave the microphone to
Sabry, the Egyptian. And of course, Sabry did an excellent job at keeping
everyone informed about everything. . . except Shikoku Mura! He even
dared offer free trips to Egypt on countless occasions!

Those who didn't know felt that they might fall prey to wild crocodiles as
they crossed the vine-bridge. | wasn't sure if the colour on Jeong's face
was because of the udon or because of the bridge! She made it, and
recovered as we crossed the luscious gardens of Shikoku Mura. Kazi

heftily lifted the 85kg stone without too much strain, showing exactly
who's BOSS! This, even to the shock and amazement of her husband,
Lavlav, who suddenly acquired this new look of pride and respect
thereafter. . . Some of the foreigners-too afraid to do any less than Kazi-
shamefully apologized with having sore backs, heads, and pains in places of
the body some of us never knew we even had.

And just when everyone was getting affected by the heat, the drink-
vending machines appeared like an oasis in the desert. And Sabry felt at
home. . . By the exit, even Maoi looked like sun-melted ice-cream! And
almost quite suddenly, almost as quickly as it began, the trip ended.

Simple, but sincere thank you's from Lions, TIA's and KUFSA's members,
everyone went their own way, each a bit richer. Richer with new
friendships and contacts, richer with an experjence which will live with
them for a long time yet.

Jaime KUFSAENXZFEBPERISR
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